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Call for Participation

ICDP Workshop on Scientific Drilling
Deep Chew Bahir Drilling Project (DeepCHB): Getting to the bottom of the Quaternary

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; June 30th — July 3rd, 2026

The Chew Bahir basin (CHB) in the southern Ethiopian Rift provides a unique natural archive offering critical
insights into the interactions of climate, tectonics, ecosystems, and human activities during the Pleistocene. Building
on the Hominin Sites and Paleolakes Drilling Project (HSPDP), the Deep Chew Bahir Drilling Project (DeepCHB)
extends exploration to unprecedented depths to address innovative, transdisciplinary research questions centred
around three new research themes: (1) Ecosystem and Hydrological Dynamics, (2) Human-Environment
Interactions, and (3) Microbial and Ecosystem Resilience. The 2-3 km thick CHB sedimentary fill preserves a high-
resolution fluviolacustrine Quaternary record of environmental and biogeographic history. By drilling to a depth of
1,200 m—well beyond the “300 m explored in previous cores— DeepCHB aims to access the base of the Quaternary,
enabling to fill critical knowledge gaps about interconnected processes shaping past ecosystems and human
prehistory by integrating sedimentary, geochemical, geophysical, biological, archaeological, paleoanthropological
and modelling data. Enhancing our understanding of ecosystem resilience, climatic thresholds, and human-
environment interactions will contribute to a framework for predicting future changes amid ongoing climate
variability.

An ICDP funded workshop will be held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, June 30—July 3, 2026, to discuss and further shape
scientific and drilling strategies for the recovery of the targeted sedimentary sequence (0.6-2.5 Ma). While the main
workshop will be held in-person in Addis Ababa, at the time of this workshop, an ICDP/Geo.X funded online hub is
being set up in Potsdam, Germany, for those who wish to engage in personal exchange but are unable to join the
meeting in Addis Ababa. Besides the hybrid hub-based meeting option a virtual option will accommodate for
interested members of the community, that are unable to travel however. The agenda of the workshop will include
a review of existing data, and discussions of scientific objectives of the deep drilling project and potential drill sites.
The workshop will also provide a forum for enhancing local partnerships, and concretizing operational, logistics, and
permitting issues. The workshop will be the basis for drafting of a future full drilling proposal to ICDP.

The DeepCHB steering committee invites applications from the international community interested in the scientific
drilling of the Chew Bahir basin. Applications should include full contact details, a 2-page CV that summarises your
research experience and expertise, and a 1-page description of your interests and intended contribution to the project,
all in a single PDF file. Please submit your application, together with a statement of preference for participation in
Addis Ababa, Potsdam, or online from a remotely, to Stefanie Kaboth-Bahr (stefanie.kaboth-bahr@fu-berlin.de),

Verena Foerster (V.Foerster@uni-koeln.de) and Asfawossen Asrat (asfawossen.asrat@aau.edu.et) by January 31,

2026 A scientific committee will review the applications and successful applicants will be notified by the end of
February 2026. The ICDP workshop will cover the majority of the costs incurred by successful applicants. Preference
will be given to scientists from ICDP member countries, scientists from African institutions, and those whose
expertise complements that of current project members. Early career, women and non-binary scientists are explicitly
encouraged to apply. Expenses for attending the workshop will be subsidized as much as possible using ICDP grant
funds.

The DeepCHB steering committee - Asfawossen Asrat, Verena Foerster, Stefanie Kaboth-Bahr, Daniel Gebregiorgis,
Martin H. Trauth, Asfaw Erbello, Rahab Kinyanjui, Bahru Asegahegn Zinaye, Wout Krijgsman, Balemwal Atnafu,

Chalachew Seyoum
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